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SMYTH  LECTURES  FOR  1944 

Dr.  Robert  Francis  Gribble,  Professor  of  Old 
Testament  Languages  and  Exegesis  at  the  Austin 
Theological  Seminary,  who  is  now  also  serving  as  the 
Acting  President  of  that  institution,  will  deliver  the 
Smyth  Lectures  at  Columbia  Theological  Seminary, 
February  28-March  4,  1944. 

A  native  of  Texas,  Dr.  Gribble  is  a  graduate  of 
Austin  College,  which  has  conferred  upon  him  the 
honorary  degree  of  D.D.  His  training  for  the  ministry 
was  received  at  the  Austin  Theological  Seminary,  and 
he  has  also  pursued  graduate  studies  at  the  University 
of  Texas  and  at  the  University  of  Chicago.  Following 
his  graduation  from  seminary,  he  was  for  several 
years  Student  Secretary  of  the  State  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in 
Texas,  and  served  as  stated  supply  and  pastor  of  sev- 
eral churches  in  that  synod.  He  has  occupied  his 
present  post  as  professor  in  the  Austin  Seminary  since 
1923. 

The  general  subject  which  Dr.  Gribble  has  selected 
for  the  six  lectures  to  be  presented  upon  the  Smyth 
Foundation  is  "The  Old  Testament  in  the  Christian 
Church."  These  addresses  will  be  delivered  in  the 
Columbia  Seminary  Chapel  at  7:30  on  successive  eve- 
nings from  Monday  through  Friday,  and  at  10: 1J 
A.  M.  on  Saturday.  The  dates  and  subjects  for  the 
individual  lectures  will  be  as  follows: 

Monday,    February    28 — The    Integrity    of    the    Old 
Testament. 

Tuesday,  February  29 — The  Connection  Between  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments. 

Wednesday,  March  1 — Law  and  Gospel. 

Thursday,  March  2 — Atonement. 

Friday,  March  3 — Ethics. 

Saturday,  March  4 — Worship. 


THE  MINISTERS'  INSTITUTE 

In  accordance  with  the  practice  of  recent  years,  the 
dates  for  the  annual  Town  and  Country  Ministers' 
Institute  at  Columbia  Seminary  have  been  set  to  coin- 
cide with  those  of  the  Smyth  Lectures.  The  Institute 
will  be  held  this  year  from  February  28-March  10, 
inclusive,  and  during  the  first  week  of  that  period 
visitors  will  be  privileged  to  hear  the  series  of  ad- 
dresses which  will  be  delivered  by  Dr.  Gribble. 

The  seminary  is  peculiarly  fortunate  in  having 
secured  Dr.  Stuart  R.  Oglesby,  Pastor  of  the  Central 
Presbyterian  Church,  as  a  special  lecturer  for  the  con- 
cluding days  of  the  Institute.  Dr.  Oglesby,  who  is 
well  known  throughout  our  Church  as  an  outstand- 
ingly successful  pastor,  as  a  leader  in  his  synod  and 
in  the  General  Assembly,  and  as  an  author  of  dis- 
tinction, will  deliver  a  series  of  five  addresses  on 
"Handling  Aright  the  Word  of  Truth."  The  in- 
dividual messages  in  this  series  will  be  delivered  as 
follows: 

Monday,  March  6 — The  Church  and  Its  Pastor. 
Tuesday,  March  7 — The  Pastor  and  His  Church. 
Wednesday,  March  8 — Pulpit  Ministry. 
Thursday,  March  9 — At  Work  in  the  Field. 

Frdiay,  March  10 — Stewards  of  the  Manifold  Grace 
of  God. 

Dr.  Oglesby  will  be  heard  at  7:30  each  evening 
from  Monday  through  Thursday,  and  at  10:15  A.  M. 
on  Friday. 

Dr.  Henry  W.  McLaughlin,  Director  of  Country 
Church  Work  and  Sunday  School  Extension  for  our 
General  Assembly,  will  again  be  present  to  serve  as 
Dean  of  the  Institute.  He  will  be  assisted  in  offering 
special  courses  by  three  Regional  Directors  of  Re- 
ligious Education,  Rev.  LeRoy  P.  Bumey,  Rev.  Wm. 
M.  Belk,  and  Mr.  R.  L.  Landis.  Among  the  visiting 
lecturers  who  will  also  take  part  in  the  program  are 
Rev.  Alex  R.  Batchelor,  Director  of  the  Department 
of  Sunday  School  Administration,  Mr.  S.  J.  Patterson, 
Director  of  the  Department  of  Men's  Work,  and 
Rev.  O.  V.  Caudill,  the  representative  of  our  Assem- 
bly on  the  Board  of  the  Interdenominational  Bureau 
of  Architecture. 


INTRODUCING  MRS.  J.  HOLMES  SMITH 

Following  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  Edna  M.  Phinizy 
during  the  summer,  after  fifteen  years  of  faithful 
service,  announcement  was  made  in  the  church  papers 
early  last  fall  that  Mrs.  J.  Holmes  Smith,  of  New 
Orleans  had  accepted  a  position  as  matron  in  charge 
of  the  seminary  refectory.  During  the  brief  months 
which  have  intervened  since  that  time,  this  newest 
addition  to  the  staff  of  the  institution  has  already 
assumed  a  place  of  large  importance  in  the  life  of  the 
campus.  Not  only  have  her  duties  been  performed 
with  ease  and  efficiency,  but  the  gracious  charm  of 
her  personality  and  her  unfailing  spirit  of  helpfulness 
have  won  for  her  a  large  place  in  the  hearts  of  stu- 
dents and  faculty  members  alike. 

Before  coming  to  Decatur,  Mrs.  Smith  was  for 
some  years  a  member  of  the  Napoleon  Avenue  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  New  Orleans  and  was  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  in  Presbyterian  circles  of  that  city. 
Although  her  official  connection  with  the  seminary  is 
recent,  she  has  for  three  years  been  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  institution  through  her  son,  Rev. 
John  Holmes  Smith  III,  who  received  his  degree  here 
last  May  and  who  is  now  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Thibodaux,  La.  The  fife  of  the  campus 
has  been  further  enriched  by  the  presence  with  her  of 
three  of  her  children,  Miss  Cherry  Smith,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  musical  study  in  Atlanta,  Miss  Barbara 
Smith,  a  student  in  Agnes  Scott  College,  and  Mr. 
Mitchell  Smith,  who  is  enrolled  in  the  Decatur  High 
School.  Another  daughter,  Mrs.  Randolph  T.  Shields, 
Jr.,  is  serving  as  Director  of  Religious  Education  in 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Decatur. 

Mrs.  Smith's  interest  in  and  acquaintance  with  the 
life  of  our  church  fit  her  in  a  peculiar  way  to  serve 
as  a  friend  and  counselor  of  ministerial  students,  and 
the  seminary  takes  great  pleasure  in  welcoming  her 
to  the  life  of  its  campus  and  in  presenting  her  to  the 
wider  circle  of  its  friends. 


